
 

Private Business  
Financial Strategies

Advisory Services for  
Business Owners &  

Businesses in Transition

The Transitioning Business Owner

There comes a time when every business owner will 
ask: What’s next? Is it time to move on? Only you 
can answer that question. But together, we can help 
identify the right issues for you to consider and the 
most appropriate course of action to ensure that 
your goals are achieved. And we will stay with you 
through the entire process because implementing the 
plan is just as critical as choosing the right strategy. 

No two business tran-
sition engagements are 
identical. The services 
we provide might begin 
with strategic consulting, 
when we learn the par-
ticulars of your situation. 

Next, we might de-
termine the value of 
your business and then 

evaluate your estate and wealth planning needs 
in the context of different transition alternatives. 

These steps help us identify the best transition alter-
native, select a preferred selling process, negotiate the 
transaction and close the deal. Then we can help you 
implement an investment strategy for any proceeds. 

Our team of professionals can help you execute 
every step of a well-integrated business transi-
tion and move on to the next stage of your life.

Private Business Financial Strategies is part of 
Contango Capital Advisors, the wealth manage-
ment division of Zions Bancorporation. For more  
information on how we can help, please contact    
the Private Business Financial Strategies group 
at 888.557.7390, or ask your banker to arrange a 
meeting with us. 

	 Local  offices: 
               
              
	 Denver		  720.947.7674 
	 Idaho Falls		  208.557.5701 
	 Irvine		  949.251.7763 
	 Las Vegas		  702.855.4812 
	 Phoenix		  602.230. 1331
	 Provo		  801.344.1908 
	 Salt Lake City		 801.844.7043
                San Francisco                     415.677.6740
	 San Diego		  858.623.1935

	 Or visit www.contangoadvisors.com

 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE:

Investment products and services offered through  
Contango Capital Advisors, Inc., a registered investment 
adviser and a nonbank subsidiary of Zions Bancorpora-
tion, are NOT insured by the FDIC or any federal or state 
governmental agency, are NOT deposits or other obliga-
tions of, or guaranteed by, Zions Bancorporation or its  
affiliates and MAY be subject to investment risks, includ-
ing the possible loss of principal value of amount invested.

© 2010 Contango Capital Advisors, Inc. All rights reserved.

“20 percent of busi-
nesses are for sale, 
but only one in four 
actually sells.”

Source: 2005 Business  
Reference Guide, by Tom West 
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Your Business Is Your Legacy

As a successful entrepreneur, you have a substantial 
part of your net worth tied up in your business. We 
understand that your business is also your life’s work 
– and legacy. We know that major business decisions 
can profoundly affect your family, employees, cus-
tomers and perhaps your community. 

Thinking and deciding independently have been 
essential to your success. This might be the time, 
though, when unbiased counsel on business transi-
tion and investment issues could prove invaluable.

Looking to the Future

Contango’s Private Business Financial Strategies 
group helps you identify and evaluate all your op-
tions for the future of your business – whether that 
means implementing a strategy for growth, making 
plans for a transition to the next generation, or sell-
ing. The personal and business issues that arise – tax, 
estate planning, business “preparation for sale” – can 
be complex. And you don’t get a chance to go back 
and do it over. Planning ahead is vital.

How We Help

Private Business Financial Strategies can:

Id•	 entify the ideal buyer for your  
business

Negotiate aggressively on your behalf •	
and ensure a smooth closing

Develop a plan to transition your  •	
business to employees through an  
ESOP or to heirs

Value your business•	

Create or restructure partnership  •	
agreements

Facilitate a merger or acquisition•	

Help you recapitalize or expand  •	
operations

Most business transitions are emotional events. 
We’ll help you preserve family harmony and reap 
maximum financial and personal rewards. 

Our Expertise 

Contango’s Private Business Financial Strategies  
group is composed of a core group of profession-
als with accounting, investment banking, and legal 
backgrounds. Our extensive experience with private-
ly held family businesses has taught us that there are  
important considerations that transcend dollars 
and cents. With more than $4 billion in complet-
ed transactions, our team has a proven record of 
helping business owners choose and implement the 
best possible strategies. 

An Integrated Approach

Private Business Financial Strategies is a division 
of Contango Capital Advisors created specifically 
for business owners and investors. We realize that 
any business transition will have implications that 
go beyond the boundaries of any single financial 
specialization. 

Contango Capital Advisors can implement long-
term strategies to address your family’s financial 
security and objectives through:

Tail•	 ored investment management

Estate and financial planning•	

Hedging and diversification strategies•	

Trust and estate administration•	

Retirement and philanthropic planning•	

Custo•	 mized credit and lending services

Talk to Us

We can provide immediate benefits to business 
owners and investors in any number of situations. 
Contact us if you: 

Are 40 years of age or older and have •	
heirs or dependents 

Have co-owners and/or partners•	

Are considering transitioning the busi-•	
ness within the next five years

Have received an offer for your business •	
or are considering a merger

Are considering making an acquisition•	

Have received conflicting information •	
on the true value of your business

“…during the next 10 to 15 years, more 
than 70 percent of [the 12 million privately 
owned businesses in the US] are expected 
to change hands.”

Source: The $10 Trillion Opportunity, by Richard E. Jackim and Peter 
G. Christman, 2007 


